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Christmas.
Fhrough motives that were of the
earth ecarthy, Piate allowed the

Ohrist to be crucified; but the empire
for which the Roman potentate sacrl-
ficed Limself has passed away, while
that for which his victim died has
outlived the ages. The glory that
Prrate represented long ago crumbled
into nothingness, but Curier's king-
dom, created not of C.xsar but of Gob,
bas survived, and shall survive,

This catnclysm of war, clted by pes-
simists and scoffers to estnblish that
Prrate, not Curiat, bas prevalled over
the soul of man, in reallty hns re-
vealed as has no other event in his-
tory the willingneas of countless mill-
jons of men to acknowledge the exist-
ence of something more precious than
Ife itself. He who offers his blood for
a cause has rejected the call of earth
to heed the call of the spirit.

The merriment of Christmas Day as
never heretofore Is fonnded {n sorrow,
but has not the anniversary of Him
who gave (o mankind new definitions
of life and death taken on, through the
vory sources of that sadness, a deeper
significance than It beld before?

Seme Practical Difculties of the
Eight Hour Day.

The reasons influencing Professor
J. W. Jewxs and Judge Cstanres B,
Howry, the Federal arbitrators swho
have heen considering the demand of
the Bwitchmen's Unlon  of North
Americea for an elght hour day, are in-
teresting not only as they {llnminate
the decislon reached in this case but
a8 they shed light on the difficulties
that will be encountered in similar
disputes)

*Although It haw seamed wise to award
am elght hour day as a standard mini-
mum day, the overwhelming welght of
testimony shows that the conditions of
tha various kinds of raliway work are so
different that only time can determine
fust how far elght hour shifts can be
werked without prohibitory cost to the
roads and undue disturbance to the
works of their patrons,

*It scems to be clearly satablished that
unfler existing conditions and probably
under even conditions of trafMa leas
strenuous than the pressnt it will be
impossible to makes the actual working
elght honr day effective In the case of

report issued by the Ruma-
nians that they had destroyed all the
manufactured producta in their retreat
was not denled by the Central Powers,
1f the wells and the refineries were
also destroyed the work of reconstruc-
tion will constitute so difficult an un-
dertaking as to make thelr immediate
productivity out of the question.

The tax of ¥180,000,000 Imposed
upon Bucharest and that of §8,000,000
upon the little town of Cralova are
belng exacted by the same rigorons
methods employed at Brussels, And
‘lllhwn Rumania boasts of what no

| other Balkan land has, many milllon-

aires, it Is doubtful, nccording to re-
ports, If these heavy exactions can
bea met by either place. Both have
declared that to insist upon the In-
fliction of such severe municipal bur-
dens would cause their ruin. A modi-
fication of the terms was said to be
under consideration, although unlikely
to be made. The response of Gen-
eral Mackexsen to Emperor Witt-
1AM's congratulation that Bucharest
was one of the goals “but mot the
final one" would Indicate that that
city will become the base of further
operations in southern Europe.

The Austro-German attacks are at
present directed agninst the Ruxsian
forces in the Dobrudjn, and they have
met with sufficlent snccess to  compel
the retirement of the Czar's forces
north toward the maln line along
the Bereth. The “goal” may be
the capture of the Rummniar forces
that sought refuge behind the Rus-
sian line or it may be the turning of
the left fiank of the long Russian front
and the completion of the occrupation
of Rumaninn territory. But General
Mackenanx's reference to another
“gonl” Is m confesslon that there yet
remalos much to be accomplished be
fore he ean turn over Rumanin as an
assured and certain treasure,

Yictoria Cross Valor.

The Intest awards of the Victoria
Cross have gone to three officers and
two privates of English reglments, a
sergennt of n Scoteh regiment and
n sergeant of an Irish regiment. All
distinguished themselves by rallying
and leading troops under fire in most
despernte eltuations and storming or
holding positiona agninst grent odds.
To lllustrate, Private Ropest Rinew of
the Middlesrx Regiment agsumed com-
mand of his company when all the
officers lind been killed or disabled, led
A remnant of men forward, worked n
Lewis gun, cleared the trench {n front
of him with it, and enptured the en-
emy's positlon. Riper recelved the
Y. C. *“for conspicuons bravery and
initiative durlng an attack.”

in the first two years of the war
160 Victorla Crosses were won by men
of the army nnd navy, Regulars, Ter-
ritoriala, Kitciuexer'a volunteers, Co-
lonials, East Indians and naval men of
nll grades qualified as heroes. a term
that is not misapplied in their cases,
One of them was an elderly man who
left a wife amdd nine children at home
to serve his conntry: another was the
glorious hoy JouN TrAVERS CoRNWALL,
who remained mortally wounded at lis
post in the hattle of Jutlnnd until the
end. The first to win the Cross in the
great war was Captaln Faaxcms O,
GresrFELL of the Ninth Lancers, who
was wounded in hoth legs and a hand
at Andregnies, Belglum, on
24, 1014, while saving the guns of the
110th Battery. He was Invallded home
but returned to the front and was
killed In action. In his will Captain
GreNrFeLL, a nephew of Fleld Marshal

more than a small percentage of theqthe Ninth Lancers, “to whom,” he

switching crews, not more than 10 per
cent, during the first year™

The application of the elght hour
day to any industry is theoretically
silmple, One gang quits and another
takes ite place. Actually the travsfer
of Iabor from one shift to another is
not so easlly accomplished, particu-
larly in employments subject to such
bazards as those of raflroading. A
measurable leeway must be allowed
for incidents of the calling, and the
establishment of a rigld rule and In-
filction of severe penalties for its vio-
latlon would be unjust to employers
and to the public, on whom the ultl-
mate cost wounld fall,

The Rumanian Treasures.

How great a war prize the Teuton’s
Invasion of Rumania ylelded as a
hollday gift to Germany and Austria
remains a subject of considerable
conjecture. The earller reports from
Berlin were to the effect that by the
first of the year there would be re-
turning to these countries a great
wealth of grain and oll, but an offi-
clal communication issued in London
says that the British Minlster has
received a satisfactory report of the
destruction by the Rumanian Govern-
ment of most of the oll wells and
refineries.

Importance 1s attached to the oll
products and the refinerles because it
was from ihese that the Central
Powers had the greatest expectation
of finding a rellef In Rumania to the
pressing needs at home, The most
productive wells were In the Prahova
valley between Ploescl and the Pre-
denl pass, ngulnst which Gen, Fatr-
KENHAYN directed hiy first attacks,
The yield of more than 1,500 tons
In 1015 und the likellhood thut this
could be hierensedd (o the greater pro-
duction of years preceding the war
presented to the Invaders n great po-
tentlality of wealth. Germany and
Austria bud recelved ahout 08 per
cent. of the export of the refined
producis of 1015, But ay the Ru-
manlan Government  biwd tronted e
trol, uit wasilene as contrabmul oply
theest e cent, of this derivatlive wis
SOUL Lo Lhese connlries,

It was the expectution of the Invad:
o to take overall of the gasolene that
Bad been stored and to recgen the re-

wrote, “the honor of my gaining the
V. €. was entirely due, thanks to
the splendid discipline and traditions
which exist In this magnificent regl-
ment” of the First One Hundred
Thousand, the “Old Contemptibles,
whose story has been told by Captain
Enxest Hasmmrox, one of the few
surviving officers. Some of the regl-
ments, the Coldstream Guards for in-
stance, lost almost every officer, The
Expeditionary Force had been trained
to fight to the last gasp, and there
was little of it left when the battle of
the Marne was fou “ht.

What was the bravest deed that won
the Victoria Cross can hardly be told,
It depends upon the point of view.
SBome soldiers, llke Sergeant Mromars
O'Learr and Lance Corporal Avnesr
Jacka of the Austrulian Imperial
Foree, acquitted themselves as super-
men in atiacking the enemy. The in-
| domitable O'Leary’'s achievement has
| rung through the world, Jacka at
Courtney’s Post In Gnallipoll single
handed shot or bayoneteil seven Turks
who rushed the trench he was defend-
ing, JAckA belng the only man allve
or unwounded in 1t. The blood of
these first class fighting men, O'Leary
and Jacka, was up; hut there were
examples of valor when the head was
eool and the will dogged, Take the
ciase of Corpofnl Cranees Jauvis of
the RNoyal Engineers, who worked for
an hour and a hulf under fire to ex-
plode charges swhich destroyed a bridge
on the retreat from Mous. Private
Porrs of the Berkshire Infuntry, shot
in the left thigh, dragged a worse
wounded comrade for three nights on
an Intrenching shovel at Suvia RBay,
moving only a few feet with every
effort, until a
renched oand o sentinel challenged,
'Lleutenant AL ¥V, Ssurne of an Bast
Lancushire regiment threw himself
upon a grennde that had fallen from
his bhand and saved several officers
and men by sacrificing his own life,

For calm and Indomitable herolsm
what could bs finer than the devotion
of Lleutenant Groroe ALLAN Marinng
of the Medieal Corps, who st Fau-
fuissurt worked mmong the wonnilivl
Al the open widee sl tee For twenty -
#lx homes dreesstug the wounds of more
thun 200 men? Mawing at 11 o'clivk
in the night was knocked down and
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gether and resumed his work.” Plper
Danmt, Lamraw of the King's Own
Beottish Borderers at a critical mo-
ment at Loos leaped upon a trench
parapet and rallled and roused his
company with *Blue Bonnets Over the
Border” and “The Standard on the
Braes of Mar" Laioraw  was
wounded and his pipes srere amashed,
but the Bcots “jumpad from their
trenches and carried the enemy’s po
sitlon, The pipes have been repaired
with silver mountings.

Major C. Yate of the Second York-
shire Light Infantry was mortally
wounded and taken prisoner at Le
Cateau, but not until ha had led the
nineteen survivors of his battallon of
220 men in a charge. Only three were
on their feet at the end, “He was
seen far ahead of his men riding sin-
gle handed straight for the enemy's
standarda” That waa Major Geomox
Waerres of the Seventh Laocers at
Shalba, Mesopotamia, a born leader
of forlorn hopes, In this forlorn hope
he was killed,

Photographs of not all the glorious
company of Victorla Cross winners
have been taken, but from scores of
pletures an impression of charmcteris-
tica may be formed. There Is a quict,
stendfast look abont most of the fuces;
seldom, If ever, a pose of consclous
gallantry. They nre the faces of just
plain men who have the iInstinet of
doing thelr best when It s most
needed and who could not leave
comrade in the lurch, The animation
in some faces {8 that of men who take
danger gayly If aggressively. The
V. C. man usmlly seems to ba the
soul of good nature, ‘The bulldog type
in hardly present nt all. Bmggadoclo
Is entirely ahsent., Some men do nov
look the part at all, The deathless
Yare had a small chin, n keen, Inugh-
ing exve, hair parted In the middle,
and might have been taken for a
frivolous soclely man. Private I'orrs,
the Gullipoll Jife saver, has flariog
ears, a twisted month, n Aippant eye,
and looks mbsolutely unhemie. The
antecedents of some of the V. . win-
ners dld not promise much., Corporal
Furiren, who was mentioned in Rir
Jous Frexcu's despatches for consple-
uous gallantry at Chivy, wns graduo-
nted from a reformatory.

However ordinary, of no ncconnt, or
obseura at home, whatever their orl-
| &in and repute, it is to be noted that
these Hritlsh soldlers were as fumous
for doing things without orders. on
thelr own Initiative, na for conlness
‘and bravery, The aristocrats who won
the coveted honor were expected to be
hrave, Some of them really luherited
herolsm.

Growing Fame of a Georgla Peak.

On a day Inte in June, 184, Jonx-
sTON gave SHERMAN the only real
licking he encountered on hix march
to the sea. It happened on the height
near Marletin, Ga, s=ome twenty-
odd miles outside of Atlantn. A sol-
dier from Ohio, Asramranm Laxms by
nume, returned home with such vivid
| memories of the battle that when n
| «on was born to him on November 20,
| 18643, he named him, not for SHER-
Isax bt for the elevated terraln
' where Jouxsron wns vietor, The

yenrs passed, forty-one of them, No-
boddly remembered the battle mountain
| except the history books and n few

| old soldiers. And then, In 1007, n
'Federal Judge out In Chieago fined
|lhe Standard Ol Compnny £20,240,-
), The natlon bolled with the name
of Kexesaw Movstars Laxms,

Time wore on, even If the fine
wnsn't pald, and Judge Lasxms sus-
pended a lawyer, He did not tine
him £20,240,000, but held him for the
Grand Jury on charges of perjary
nndl conspiracy. Later he found ft
necessary to order him to fail for
contempt of court. The Ilawyer
pleaded for delay, urging that he wus
expecting nn helr.  Go, sald the court,
but you must make good on that ex-
cuse, The lawyer, roturning to the
bar of justlce, cried: “It's a boy and
I've nnmed him Kengsaw Movstaiy
Laxvis Rusexstein.” Court was ad-
Journed, as was fitting,

The future of the lawyer is unim-
portant in comparison with the future
of the name, It Is, or ought to be,
a snowhall, gathering as it rolls on
through the ages, Those who take
it must accept It entire. Tts first
member cannot be dropped, because
“Mountaln” ulone means nothing; nor
can that necessary and now proper
noun be discarded. “Landls” must
remain becnuse it 18 more famous
than the battle tself.

In 2018, when Kexesaw Movx.
TAIN LANDIS RupexNsTEIN MALONEY
Scnvrrz Jonxsos runs for Mayor of
Chiecago, who shall be against him?

It Is lmpossible to keep a good
mountain down,

The Amateur in the Kitchen.

The amateur 18 jJust now highly
praised In more than one depariment,
In the theatre the amateur, we are
told In youthful and enthusiastic
quarters, whether he be the play-
wright or the actor, is much more Im-
portant than the experlenced artlst,
who hns been wasting years In ae-
quiring the technical means of his
profession, Then In photography the
amateur has been neclalmed as su-
perior to the plodding professional
| who thought It was worth while to
learn his business. The amateur dec-
orator has become so numerous that
the difference between the profes-
slonal and the dilettante Is scarcely
discernible. The amateur milliner
as well as the seamstress has long
beon a family friend, The c¢hild in
nrt has recently  been  apprecinted
with wormth by the eritieal.

Now the amstenr eook bhas come
Inta the foreground ; uo lunger Is the
fumlly dining room the only place in
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fineries under thelr own management. | sive shell, but “pulled himeelf tuv- | ticles are to be enjoyed. The tea room | “IS THERE A SANTA CLAUSY
The silllie Fun (o
_——

in one form or another Is now
stretched from Washington Bqnare to
Harlem, Its advantages as they are
set forth in its claim to publlic sup
port lle in its differences from the
restaurant of commerce, The viands
of the tea room are those of the
home ; avowedly of the kind the head
of the family used to make.

The generdus support that these
nmateur restaurants have recelved
shows that they are filllng a gastro-
nomle need. The principal secret of
thelr success scems to lle In the em-
ployment of a blue ribbon of soma
kind or another, whose talents had
heretofore been devoted to the ser-
viee of a family rather than to a
public eating house. Whether she he
from Bweden or Ireland or Virginia
her past gervices have been confined
to the kitchen of what may be called
for purpores of more exact descrip-
tion “a private family.” 1t is by pro-
viding what the chef has never been
nble to give to his wider ¢lrcle that
the home cook has made herself use-
ful in the community and established
an undeniable vogue for the amateur
in a new field; for whatever her skill
may be in the art of the home kitchen
she 18 n dilettante in the professionn!
restanrant.

The Budget Stands,

The attempt to override Mayor
Mitenrr's vetoes of the Aldermanic
reductions of the 1017 budget fallen
of success by cleven votes, The Tam-
many majority 1n the board svas not
able to win the assistance it needed
from the supporters of the administra-
tion, and the financinl programme ar-
ranged by the executive oficers of the
clty will be @urried out In its entirety.

The changes proposed In (he budget
by the Aldermen were nelther logieal
nor well ndvised.  They would have
prevented the Introduetion of gravely
needed reforms without apprecinbly
benefiting the tnxpayers, They wore
the appearance of pinpricks rather
than of sincere efforts to better the
budget, and at no time were they
tnken serlously by the publie,

There are inequalities in compen-
satlon among munlcipal employees
that should be corrected, and extrava.
gances that shonld be eliminated, but
the method followed hy the Board of
Aldermen in Its treatment of the
budget leld no promisa of real rellef
or permanent improvement,

Employeen of the court houss »t
Minecola are puszied over the right name
for u white bird which hus been seen
about the eourt houre luwns for the
past fow days  Bomn bird lovers think
it is & white robin: others liold that o
white blackbird has been found.—Tha
Brooklyn Eagle,

It is the dove of peace, but nobody
can blame the Long Island naturalista
for not recognizing it

Representative Fogxezen J, Hiy of
Connecticut belioves the interests of
the Republican party would be ad-
vanced by consolidating the national
and the Congressional committees
and the selection of new ofMcers,
Under the present system the com-
mittees frequently Interfere with each

overlap. A contribution of eentrallza-
tlon and simplicity might be an ad-
mirable Christmas gift to the party.

How do the homecoming soldiers of
Squadron A like our climate?

This day 140 years ago WABHINGTON
crowsed the Delaware without the ald
of an explanatory statement.

Christmas trea for birds ia richly
hung.—Necwspaper headline,

And how did the much discussed
sparrow family behave at the paney?

The Mad Hatter and the March Hare
are interesting ax diplomats,
the best butter,” but it shouldn't have
been put into the wateh works with the
bread knife. "Some crumbs got in”

The Firat Church and the Plymouth
Church of Milford, Conn,, are divided
by a quurrel which began In 1737, and
have recently refured to compose their
old differences, The Land of Steady
Habits deserves Its title; certalnly its
people are steadfast In thelr disputes,

Gealogista say human bones found {n
Florida deposit nre 125,000 years old.—
Newspaper hoadline,

Perhaps these early visitors In
fonsiliferous Florida died of disappoint.
ment attending fallure to discover the
Fountiain of Perpetual Youth.

A Washington despatch informs us
that if rallroad legislation (s taken up
in Congress after the Christmas recosy
both houses will work ten or twelve
liours a day, A fine example for the
guardians of our liberties to set!

Welcome to the delegates to the
elghth annual convention of the In-
tercolleginte Soclalist Society, who will
be in town this weel, We can imagine
no more Innocently diverting way for
college boys to spend the holldays.

The modern Jack Horner pulls out a
bonus,
EEEE———

Peace and Good WIIL

Christmas! But can we speak of
“Peace on Earth™

While hulf the world sounds out the
call “To Arma!"

And bdlood showers warm from men's
shell shiattered hearts

Drench earth from Haltle to ths Red
Sea's flood?

Yea still!  For though war's pword may
kill the clay,

No weapon such can kiil the hope of
man ;

They killed tha *Prince of Peace," but
Peaco liven on

And still Its deathless mesange gives to

all

I wive you yet then, as our Christmas
toast |

“Peace and Good W™ with fellowship
slneere,

Twixt us and every b,
wll,

T'eaco that ahall come for aye through
falth's great eall,

and they (o

mmmummmu

Jlev, WiLLiam CanTER, D, D,
Bueomvw, Dessmber 33, )

other and thelr espheres of uctivity |
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Response to Numerous Requests.

The subjoined letter is taken from
among the many of similar Import

past week, as s usual at this searon.
They show the undying interest of the
editorial article written by the Ilate
Frank Pharcellus Church nearly
twenty years ago in reply to the
question of little Virginia O'Hanlon.
At the sams time we have been sup-
plylng coples of the text to scores of
newspapers and weekly and monthly
periodicals In wvarious parts of the
country, and to persons desiring to
reproduce It for hollday clreulation
among thelr friends. Perhaps no other
editorial article ever written haa heen
ropublished so often or has been read
by so many millions of people who
have come to regard it as one of the
lovellest utterances of the Christman
sentiment ;

To tan Epiren or Tan Ecw—fSir/ I am
an old time reader of Tam Aow and have
& littls girl, Anna, who scemingly ls doubt-
ful about there belng & “Sania Claus' I
told her that If she looks In Tur Bux en
Christmas morning she will ba convincend
by reading the famous reply of one of
your old staff writera to little Virginia
{U'Hanlon, which I have oftentimes read
with much pleasurs, Pleass do not fall
to reprint It in your coming Chrintmas
number. ¥ C
Etizanern, N. J, December 17,

—

Is There a Banfa Clans?

From Tam Rox of Beplember 21, 1897,

Wo take pleasure In answering at
oncs and thus prominently the coms-
munication below, expressing at the
same time our great gratifcation that
ita falthful author s numbered Among
the friends of Tum Bun:

Dean Evrron: T min & years old,

Bome of my little friends say thers ip no
Banta Claus

Papa says "If you aes It In Tam Brx
It*s wot*

I'leans t2!] me the truth; te thare a Banta
Claun? Vinginia O Hanton,

15 Wear NismErr-ririn ETRRsT,

Virginia, your little friends are

wrong. They have been affected by
the scepticlsm of a sceptical age. They
do not believe except they eec. They
think that nothing can be which Ia not
comprehensible by their little minds.
All minds, Virginia, whether they be
imen's or children's, are little, In this
greal universe of ours man is a mere
insect, un ant, In his Intellect, as com-
pared with the boundless world about
him, as measured by the Inteiligence
| capable of grasping the whole of truth
| and knowledge,
r Yen, Virginia, there in a Santa Claus,
| He exists as certainly ns jove and gon-
lerosity and devotion exist, and you
"know that they abound and give to
i your iife its highest beauty and jov.
Alas! how dreary would be the world
(M there woere o Santa Claus, It
1\mu'.d be s dreary as If there were
! 1o Virgindas, There would be no child-
ltke faith then, no poetry, no romance
{to make tolerable this existence. Wa
thould have no enjoyment, except in
| sense and sight, The eternal light
{ With which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Banta Claus! Yon
might as well not belleve in fairies!
You might get vour papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas Eve to ecatch Santa Claus, but
even if they did not see Santa Claus

coming down, whut would that prove? |
Nobody sees Banta Claus, but that is |
no sign that there {8 no Banta Claus,

The most real things In the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see, DId you ever sec falries
| dancing on the lawn? Of course not,
but that's no proof that they are not
there, Nobody can concelve or imagine
all the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world,

You may tear apart the bhaby's
rattie and ere what makes the nolee
Inslide, but there is n veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest
| man, nor even the united strength of
all the strongest men thal cver lived,
could tear apart. Only falth, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can push apside
that curtain and view and picture the
supernnl beauty and glory beyond. Is
it aill real? Ah, Virginia, in all this
world there Is nothing else real and
ubiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he
ltves, and he lives forever. A thou-
kand yvears from now, Virginia, nay,
ten times ten thousand years from
now, he will continus to make glad
the heart of chlidhood.

LIQUOR WITHDRAWALS.

Effect of the Storage Perlod Limlia-
| tion Questioned,

{W, Godfrey thinks that the Increased
revenue from taxes on liquor during the
past fiscal yenr wan caused by the fac:
that the elght year period for storage
in bond had expired, making the large
withdrawals of tax pald liquor compul-
'mory, There in nothing in this attempted
explanation, The quantity withdrawn
becuuss of the expiration of the elght
vear period was not materially larger
thuan in former years; taxes on distilled
spirits inereased more than §13,000,000,
Mr, Godfrey says that while this yenr
was belter than 19014 and 1015, 1t wan
i far ¢ry from a normal year. If he
will refer to the oMeinl reports of the
Internal Revenue Bureau he will find
that the consumption during the past
flscal year Is nearly 4,000,000 gallonm
above the average for the past ten years,
notwithstanding the fact that more than
| half the population of the entire coun-
try 1s under statewides or local option
prohibition. H L.
New Yonx, December 24,

Sunday and the Law.

To i Bpiror o THe Bun—S8ir: Wihen
it was suid that the poor will be always
with us we might now think that it
referred not only to those lacking in
earthly things but also to the poor in

The Christmas Classie Reprinted im | Political Effect of Unfavefable Clima«

which have comg to us during the appropriately heralded as “the biggest

{ To Tk Eoitor or THe Sox—s8ir; R, (Able Iving in their old age.

DRY MONTANA.

tlo Conditions.

To Trx Eorror or Tus Sun—~B8ir; Mon-
tana haa adopted on, and it in

dry territory on the continent.”

Montana has 146,201 square miles of
territory and is as blg as New England,
New York, New Jerssy and Pennsyl-
vania combined, but Instead of the 30.-
000,000 peopla living in this Eastern ter-
ritory ths big dry State has about ths
sams population as the District of Co-
lumbla, Thas peopls of Montana have
plenty of room, with & square mils for
overy man and his wife who have no
children,

! Montana has & reputation for dryness
which wiil help the peopla to accept
prohibition. The greatest effort of the
late Henator Tom Carter while in pub-
lic life was to convincs the Senats that
it should ald In reducing the dryneas
of Montana by sppropriating some mill-
fons of money to irrigats the dessrt and
maks It habltable for man. Ha com-
plained that there was not enough water
in the State properly to mix the whis-

| ey, Senator Carter's appeal was affec-
‘tive, but after Uncle Bam had spent
thesa milliona for irrigation in Montana
the Agricultural Department recom-
lmm&ul dry farming for that country.
| 8o, with dry farming and not enouxh
water for highballa in Montana, pro-
hibition harmonizea the Constitution
with the landacape and the forced hab-
fta of tha majority of the people. If
the State had tha populntion of It cor-
responding territory in the Hast and
thelr habits, prohibition might cause
heart burnings on the ona hand and
hope of a dry nmatlon on the other. BPut
whera only ons man and his wife In &
muare mila are without the accommoda-
tion of & saloon, It 18 not such n deninl
of personal rights en masss by sumptu-
ary legislation an to arouss the sympa-
thy of the whole counltry.

It would require a thousand square
miles of Montana to support one saloon,
and the travel 18 too great to ride, even
in an aut bile, for day gln=s
of beer or u nighiteap,

Prohibitlon must be a suecess In Mon-
tana outside of the old mining town of
Hutte, which hax less than 40,000 popu-
Intlon, und the Duttaites nover did care
much about State laws, bat went their
wiy regardless of constitutions and stut-
utes.  The approprinteness of prohibl-
tion In Montana iy that It compela the
people to conform to thelr natural sur-
roundings.

I' Tom Carter, in hla eloquent plea for
irrigation, compliained that Montana was
80 dry that the people had been com-
pelled to Imitate the camel and learn to
live without drinking whila at home.
Prohibition written into the Constitution

"of Montana, tiken In connestion with
the condittons tmpossd by natuce, pre-
#ents o beautiful symphony in dryness,
and that too after herole efforts of hier
statesmen 1o make the Etate wet by
liberal appropriations from the Federal
Treasury.,

It simply ahiows that the peopls of
Montana are not supermen, but ordinary
bhuman beings, who in the end surrender
to the inevitable and gn back to original
eonditions and harmonize with the face
of nature In the higgest dry territory
on the American continent B.

—
THE YOUNG AMERICAN POET Wy
DIED FIGHTING IN FRANCE.

A Velume of Verse by Alsn Seeger of the Ferelgn Legion Will Please fiy
Friends of Manheod and Leiters.

Liks and unlike the case of Rupert
Hrooke Ia that of Alan Heeger. Both
wers young poets of performance not
inconsiderable and of promise greater
«tlll. Both died on the fleld of battle,
But the Fnglishman served mankind
through service to his country, whils
the American soldier In the Forelgn
Leglon fought under an alien banner
because his own nation had no part
in the “world war.”

Thera may be in the Forelsn Legion
many soldiers of fortune. But there
are many more who follow its flag
from other motives than the appetite
for adventurs. Alan Seeger was not
a swashbuckler, not a hunter of liter-
ary material. ITe fought for his faith.
A man of his sort does not enlist in
the Foreign Legion out of curiosity
or the craving for excitement. Men
like Beeger show Europs what kind
of men this country can produce,
Itenders of Tna Sun will recall those
vividly written, well balanced reports
which young Seeger sent to this news-
paper, straight from the trenches.
They must also recall hia “Ode in
Memory of the American Volunteers
Fallen for France," which Seeger was
to have read near the statue of Lafay-
ette and Washington in Parin last
Memorinl Day. In those aplendid
verses he gave tributa to “Our in-
trepld few Obscurely fallen hers be-
y¥ond the seas” whoss death makes it
impossibla for scoffers to say “that
from a war whers freedom was at
rtake America withheld and, daunted,
stood aslde,”

Of those who "Fell in the sunny
morn and flower of their years" was
Heeger himaelf; of thoss “Who not un-
mindful of the ancient debt, Came
hiack the generous path of Lafayette";
of those whom he apostrophized:
Double your glory In wha perished thues
¥or you have dled for France and vindl-
eated uw,

His own lines fit himself:
On those red flelds where blow with furl-
ous biow
Waa countered, whether the gigantic fray
Rolled by the Meuss or at tha Hols Bahnt,
Accents of ours were In the flerce milde;
And on thoss furthest rims of hallowed
Eround
Where the foriorn, the gallant charge
explres
When the saln bugier leng has ceassd
to sound,
And on the tangied wiras
The last wiid rally staggers,
Ll L
Withersd beneath the sghrapne!’s
shiwears—
Now, hiesven be thanked, ws gave & faw
tirnvn drops;
Now, heaven ha thanked, a few hrave
dropa wers ours,

There speaks not the poet who chose
to Le a saldier, but the soldier whe
had the gift of poet speech,. How the
lines ring! Find, if you can, affecta-
tlon or other littleness in this;

There,

erumbles,

fron

Wasiinarow, D, ¢, Dvecomber 23,

| POST OFFICE SURPLUSES. |

iw“u an Impartial Bookkesper II-H

Able to Find Them? |

To e Eoitor o THE SrN—8ir: In
THe SUN appears the statement that |
the Postmaster-General declires there |
wan A =urplus of §5.200.000 during the
present year in the postal department,

Can it ba that the salarien of all the !
postmasters of the country are chnrged |
aguinst the expenses of the department
i making up this statement?

Naturally no one would expect a Gov- |
ernment department to conslder as a |
debit charge such a trifle as & falr in- |
terest Tate on the oot to the overn- |
ment of the varlous post office buildings,
and It Is generally understood that the !
cost of transporting the parcel post s |
borng largely by the owners of the rall- |
roml securities
1 It onee u clean, business statement of
| the I"ost OMes Department of this couns
iry was given to the public similar to
what s demanded from any lurge busi-
| ness corporation, it might give ciuss for
lnmu::n to many who favor Government |
| ownership of eur rallronds. |

Naturally the improvident, the “tired”
ones and the much smuller number of
really unfortunates would not cure, as
under our present methods of ralsing
Ghvernment revenues a large part of the |
funds necessary to make up operating
deficita would come from the active, |
pushing citigens, and thoss who, after |
vears of hard work and economies, had
saved up enough o Insure a comfort- |
SENEX.
ATLANTIC (1T, N, J., December 23, l

CAN RUDENESS WIN? !
‘Impolitensss as a Weapon In the Fight

for Equal Suffrage.

To THE Epimor oF THe SUN—S8ii: Can
anything be more preposterous than to
think FPresident Wilson could have lhyL

ut a feeling of disgust for a cause
| which shows such A& broad streak of
yellow ns was exemplified when the

banner was unfurled by these childish
women in Washington

Surely if anybody clse had been so
ridde to the Chief Executive thess very |
women who thought they could drive

|

- : 5 (the gang | Mty M Mutiieip
him to commit himself in such a humii|. Severnl ex-convicts from Sing Sing were | i dbbg el S L L
on the platform and two of them ad- |

ating way would suggest the very kind
of punishument I think should be dealt |
vut to them, i
I am certain they have set the date
for universal suffrage a long way off
by this exhibition of unpreparedness for
s responsibiiity, 1LEADER.
Gnraxp Havex, Mich, Decamber 231,

Hasty Podding.
)
To e EviTon oF Thue Suvn—Si' In

terson  regretting that no poet had |

spirit, the mentally impoverished. We WOrthily sung the praises of Indian
get this {dea from the efforts of some ©°rn 1 have seen no mention of & poom
solfish and narrow minded men to Called “Hasty Pudding,” written Ly Joel

breathe life into an anclent law about
Sundny amusements,

The Eatibath Ia the only time for mill-
lons of workers to seek learning and
entertninment.  Mayor Gaynor always
| mialdl that the seventh day was one of
peace, rest and recreation, wund chal-
longed all evidence, Blblical or other-
wike, to the contrary. The opinlon of
Justices Platt and others gives us hope.
The views of thess men recall one of
Mill's thoughtst *“The laws of momt
countries are far worse than the people
who execute them."

THEovore MicHEL.

Mnooxnys, Decembar 23,

Puolting It Anoiber Way,
Fiom the Bakera Weekly,
Kope mien hiave sueh w knnok for make
ing & flzzle of sverything they undertake
that ons may asll
Qo

Harlow, one of our former Minlsters to
| France, Oronar B, Morus.
' NEw York, December 23.

, TRADE BRIEFS.

| Veneer meats and bucks for chales and
cans for ohmir seats are in demand In
Switzerland,

The Peruvian Congress has authorised
the establishment of an Industrial school
In the city of Iquitos, It will be pald for
by taxes on exported rubber.

Bhip chandlers’ supplies are needed In
Bpain,

Kayptien Mrms have mads liguiries
about low prived pleasure.automobillen,

Pvest thelr orange and  wmandarioe croaps
befara the frult ripens bicause of the at-
lackn of m iy thit causes the frult 1o rot,

in the Oanary Islands as & result of the
ssevingu of Balls frem Gretd BEftaimy,

Farimers in the Faval conaular dlltrlrt.l Aud ieaves behin
Aaoren Istaude, compluln of having 1o hinrs 1 Buch Jdalls andd ga

American horseshos nalle are in demuand | A fine of Bfty yesrs of Inve,
oursslves—in

Tesn,

| Thalr bayanets taward the beekoning from-
tinrs,

They lle=—our comrades—Iile among their
neere,

iad In the giory of fallen warriors,
Grim clusters under tharny trelilses
Peey, furthiest foam upon disastrous sliores,

| Leaves that made last yoar beautiful, sl

strewn

Fven as they fell, unchanged, beneath the
changing moon;

And earth In her divine Indifferance

Nolls on, snd many paliry things and
mean

Prate to be heard and eaper to he seen.

Hut they are silent, ealm; thelr slogquence |

18 that inecomparable attitude;

No human presences thelr witness are,

But summer <louds and sunset erimason
husd,

And showers and night
northern siar

Nay, even our sajutations sesam profane,

Opposed ta thelr Elysian quietude;

Our salutations calling from afar,

From our Iguohis plane

And undistinction of our leaser parist

Hall, brothers, and farewell; you are iwice | anforce the justice of the view Lo

lessed, hrave hearts

Beeger's poems are now published
by the house of Scribner; we have
read them with growing pleasure as
the pages passed-—and with growing
| ——— - - -

CRIME’'S PUNISHMENT.

Shall the Conviet “Getting Even” Be |

Encouraged?

To THE EpITor oF THE SUN—8§ir; Coms
missjoner Hurd's article on Bing Sing
prison merits earnest conslderation, The
Ogborne syatem la #aid 1o be self-governs

ing while the old system |s characterized
nan repressive and alms to punish men
for erime.  The Comunissioner, liowever,
stintes wpecifically that the new syvstem
disdalns the “slightest aim at punish-
ment.,”  Hence the alternative s pre«
senited of choosing punishment for crime
under the old system or changing to
non-punishment under the new,

We are Informed, however, that "a
deep spiritual gulf separates thees two
systeme"  Yes, indeed. The difference
Is about as great as between right and
wrong, Punishment for sin is Scriptural ;
maorenver, the punishment {n most cases
carries the corollary of pity.

In the fall of 19156 a pro-Osborne
meeting was lield n Mount Vernon

mitted serving long terms for erimes
committed wantonly. One, after serving
ten years for burglary, bragzenly avowed
thit he sought to “get even” with so.
clety by robbing a bank. In fact the
“getting even” lden was emphasizged hy
three of the speakers, and not one waord
was ulttered agninst such a poor excuss
for erime,  Much better to have incul-
cated “moral education wd stimulus™ by

wliing the convicts that they owe so- |
the discussion started by Henry Wat.  clety a humble apology for their wan.  ® week.

ton mtteck upon it; that contrition for
crime i far better than trying to “get
even"” with soclety,

It ls hoped that the new administra-
tlon will not Install & system that will
rendder Bing Bing an attractive place for
thuks, thieves and murderers,

Wikniam Wesr,

Craxvorn, N. L, December 23,

Punishing Sants Claus.
What shall we do 10 Santa Claus—

This burglar of a fellow
Who brewks Into our houses when

The Christmas moons are msilow?
What shall he pay in judgment whem,

Without the slightest waralng,

We bring the culprit Inte court

This early Christmas morning?

Bince Banie only steals aur hearts

for paymant

and books and toya
Adwd lavely Christmas ralimment,

Why not give senlenve=-we the court
U M tede and misesse—

Paid by Nissenl
N s B Sy

holding #till, In frozen stesdfast-

wiids end !hl;h[' poema an andience of the curioy

| to establish the right to recogniti o

regret that there can never he riceg,
slve volumea carrying on to ripa frun.
age the promisa of this first fNing floy,
ering, For here s an authentis y
of poetry. Here Is youth singing p.
caums of Joy In its heart: the joy
dincovery, the joy of baltle, 8om,
sensual Joys are colebrated, tro: wyy
an exuberance not unattractive, 5,
though It least of all the young posry
qualitien would have aurvived wip
him. He s Kkin to Keats, o M
have read Bwinburne or Byron swin
more pleasure than he read, sy
Browning or even the lyrie Lord A
fred. His book 18 not Shelleyv's

Rhythm was hin natural gestin
rhyme not a stumbling block 1y (h
way of his native poetic vocalulars,
Hin pages are ecloquent, hia fmager
clear and honest: and with the o,
fervescencs of youth he had the Algni
not pompous nor stilted, whicli gom
with aelf-respect and respact for yo-
art, Inborn and mallantly cultivats
Above all, there are variety In the ma
ter and fitly changing graces in s §
manner. And these assertions are ro
tha residue of analytic criticiam, hy
note ths actual charncteristion of 4
book that must be regarded not mersly
as a curlosity, i monument to the
poetry that we might have had fron
Alan 8ceger had he lived, Tt aw 5
welcome and honorable eontributio
Just an it stande, to the best in the
American poetry of this day when
the misled maker of vorse and (he 5
mischievoua charlatan “prate (s
heard and capor to be aeepn’

Becausoe Beeger was such i paet ungd
his poems were much as= they are and
becausn the genuinely quilckensd in
tereat In poetry of Americans of this
day has been so miscaleulated and o
rcured by quacks of “form" anid e
form, this substantial eollectiong of 170
odd pages of real poetry must oo
mand attention, even an the part o
persons who do not ordinurily conenn
themselves with such matters Th
technical interest {s complately nue
shadowed by the “human' interes
here I8 & gallant youngster spinning
his own substance into sparkling weh.-
of beauty,

Ho was sufficiently Amerfean. M
father and mother Luth wers of New
England, and he was born in Nes
York, June 22, 1888 [lim first ten
years the family lived on Mtuten 14
rnd,  From 1200 1o the hov's fau
teenth year he lived in Meaion, Thos
he went to achool at Tarrytowin
(#pent a year in southern California
and then entered Harvard, whers |
| was graduated in 1810, After {n
restless years in New York, he weie
to Faris and had his bit of bhohem.
|llr signed into the legion, not to wae
the gunpowderloss ®ar awainst wa
that some poets yearn for. but 1o tlg
for freedom, and for lim  felose
| France. And he was a good soldier
Mr. Willlam Arelier. who writes
| blographical and only slightly erition.
introduction to  these poems, holl
high as a formative influence the 1.
spent In Mexico, Ity offoot shows

R tropic warmth in many llnes, a
Mexican scenes nre the materipl ¢
Romie of Secger's pooms.  Biot to mar

personn It will be pleasing 0 thi
that Into the making of this poet war
| not least Importantly the cooler offe
of the years spent on the hills o
looking this eity's wonderful s
and the years pussed beside our ol
river. They will choose 16 seo n tha
poems a pleasing combination of fery ’
| and sense,

| The death that Alan Reeger d o
| "somewhere In France” will gain f

and the sentimental, but for those w

| Are genuinely concerned with Amo
{fean manhood and Amerienn letrers
no such adventitions jnterest fs neods

| alike of the poems and the poet,  Jot

| by some of us who are not tos Light's
| optimistic, that this country, for a!
itn distresses and mandfest deflelen
cies, I8 not lacking in elther nan
ness or the appreciation of beauty,

TWO-FIFTY A DAY.

Christmas Thoughts of a Falthtal Mu.'
nicipal Worker,

To e Emttor oF Tum Sryv—Simp 1
am a city employea and 1 wark a
Sundays and legal Lolidays, 1 pyt
elght hours daliy and Afty-s'x hours in 4
weesl. My wages are $2.50 a day sines
1008, and In eleven years 1 hava n
received a single cent {ncreass, That '
{the Bureau of Btandards and the Hoar
of Estimate think all a man ‘& mores
In §2 or $2.00 a day during his 1ife pa o

clty employes, and we nre as falthfil
aa horses until we Lreak down

The Western Unton Telegrapn Com
pany will give messenger bovs $24 o
Christmas; the standard O Compa
has Increamed laborers’ pay, but we s,

used worse than Musstuns.  Negarding
Sunday and legal Volldnys, we do no
|lt~l fifty-two Sundaya and ten lega

| holidays or as much vacation time

Bullding

I suppose the Rurean of Standand-
will say mock prayers on Chrisn
for doing nothing for myn earping fr
$600 to $900 A year Fligure out §. .0
| & day for 803 working Jdaxs; fleur
| $2.50 A day for 313 working days, fis

ure out $2.00 A duy for 265 worl
days, FEloven. twelve or fourteens o
vagation 1s what the man i overn
gels. Now o new pay systom s )

begun that mukes my carfate S0
T have ta Doy miy owy
forma, ribbier hoots, rubber coat ol .
and winter gloves all on $2.50 a duy v g
| faithful old war horse 1 am

At the lamt election more than
voters wrole my name on the ba!
| for Preatdent of the Hoard of All
| men a8 & protest to the City Hall ¢
on aveount of the poor iy, whe!
Tammany or the Hepublicaps or -5
fusion party I in power. Bome
the poorly pad  deserving  labo
atreel cleswnees, drivers and others -
elact men to offica who will give |1+ =2
whgew and do away with the hourv
pay system of the so-called *‘per div |
men, 1 will work my full elght hoos
again this Christmas Day,

How many more years am T going to

work for B2.00 m day? I neve !
married. i osuch oo msalaey e -
members of the Hoard of Fatipate

for seara aud False o gy

man i overmls haa el ogot a

Every polltivian Komhs us we

man, Ap T know from my uwn o,
000, Winriase WaLiu
Now Yomm, December 34,




